LAW ENFORCMENT ENTREPRENEURS AND
THE PATENT PROCESS:

By Boydd Products, Inc.

Law enforcement officers are uniquely positioned to become successful entrepreneurs in
the police product industry. Their firsthand experience in the field gives them deep insight
into real-world challenges, allowing them to create ‘
innovative tools, gear, and technologies that
enhance safety and performance. This credibility
and insider knowledge make their products
especially valuable to other officers, agencies and
interested product companies.

To protect their innovations, it’s crucial that these
entrepreneurs follow a strategic patent process:

Hire a Patent Attorney Early: A patent attorney can perform a prior art search to
determine whether an invention is truly novel. This helps avoid wasted time and resources
on unpatentable ideas and ensures a stronger, more defensible patent application.

Patent Infringement Analysis: This analysis is essential for ensuring your product doesn’t
violate existing patents and for protecting your own intellectual property. It offers key
benefits, including avoiding legal trouble (identifies potential infringement risks to prevent
lawsuits and costly settlements), freedom to operate "FTO" (confirms you can legally sell
or use your product in your target market, which is often required by investors and
partners), design guidance (helps you modify your product to avoid infringing existing
patents), enforcing your rights (detects if others are infringing your patent, enabling you to
take legal or licensing action). Overall, infringement analysis reduces risk, strengthens
your business strategy, and safeguards your innovation.

Start with a Provisional Patent: Filing a provisional application secures an early filing date
and gives inventors a 12-month window to refine their idea, test it, seek funding, and
prepare for a full utility or design patent. It’s a cost-effective first step and allows the use of
“patent pending” status.

Transition to a Utility or Design Patent: After the provisional filing, inventors must submit
a non-provisional patent within 12 months to keep their priority date. A utility patent
protects how an invention works, while a design patent protects how it looks. Sometimes,
both are used together for full protection.

Consider a Patent Continuation: Once the non-provisional application is filed, inventors
can file a continuation to pursue additional claims, broaden or adjust their protection, or



keep the application pending for strategic flexibility. However, continuations must not
introduce new subject matter, cannot include new drawings or make changes to existing
drawings, and must be filed before the original application is finalized. Keep in mind,
overuse of continuations may draw scrutiny from courts or the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) for perceived attempts to "evergreen" patent protection or to ambush
competitors. Continuations must be carefully managed to ensure they align with legal
requirements and do not create enforceability or validity risks.

Additional Consideration: Many retired law enforcement officers find a new sense of
purpose and opportunity by creating products that serve the law enforcement community.
With years of hands-on experience, they understand the real-world challenges faced by
officers giving them a unique advantage when it comes to designing gear, tools, or
technologies that truly make a difference. For police officer inventors, understanding and
using the patent system effectively especially with the help of a qualified attorney can turn
field tested ideas into valuable, protected innovations that improve law enforcement
outcomes while opening up new business opportunities. For inventors, creators, or
entrepreneurs without a legal background, entering product deals such as licensing,
manufacturing, or partnership agreements can be risky without proper legal guidance.
Hiring a contract attorney is critical to ensuring you are protected, not taken advantage of,
and your interests are clearly and fairly represented.

About Boydd Products

Boydd Products, Inc. is emerging as a leading innovator in armor support systems
dedicated to improving performance, safety, and reliability for professionals in high stress
environments. With a focus on practical design and improved features, Boydd Products
delivers advanced solutions that address real world challenges and enhance survivability
under extreme conditions. Inspired by a recent life saved, retired Police Sergeant Jim Boydd
continues to lead the charge in new product innovation. If you want to learn more, contact
Boydd Products or visit www.boyddproducts.com or www.advancedballisticshield.com
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